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SUBJ: GOH REQUEST FOR US MILITARY MATERIEL TO REPLACE FIRE LOSSES 
REF: P-AU-P 1248 

1. IN RESPONDING TO THE HAITIAN GOVERNMENT'S REQUEST FOR 
AMMUNITION AND MORTARS TO REPLACE LOSSES IN JULY 23 NATIONAL!. 
PALACE ARMORY FIRE, I HOPE THAT DEPARTMENT AND DOD WILL BE 
ABLE TO TAKE QUICKEST POSSIBLE ACTION. AS REPORTED REFTEL, 

EMBASSY DEFENSE ATTACHE CONSIDERS LIST A REASONABLE STATEMENT 
OF HAITIAN ARMED FORCES CURRENT REQUIREMENTS AND STRONGLY 
RECOMMENDS APPROVAL OF SALE. FOLLOWING ARE SOME FURTHER CONSIDER- 
ATIONS WHICH LEAD ME TO URGE APPROVAL SOONEST: 

A. JULY 23 FIRE APPEARS TO HAVE DESTROYED NEARLY ALL 

OF GOH'S STOCKS OF AMMUNITION FOR SMALL ARMS AND MORTARS, 

LEAVING HAITIAN ARMED FORCES INCAPABLE OF MORE THAN A FEW 
MINUTES OF SUSTAINED COMBAT. ARMED FORCES NOW CANNOT 
PERFORM THEIR MOST ELEMENTARY NATIONAL SECURITY AND DEFENSE 
MISSION. 

B. IF THE AMMUNITION SUPPLY IS NOT REPLENISHED SOON, 

THE LOCAL RUMOR MILL WILL GRIND ON WITH REPORTS OF THE 
GOVERNMENT'S VULNERABILITY TO COUPS, INVASION ATTEMPTS, 

ETC., AND THE LOCAL POLITICAL SITUATION WILL BE RENDERED 
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C. THE QUANTITIES OF AMMUNITION REQUESTED ARE NOT 
EXCESSIVE FOR HAITI’S MOST BASIC NATIONAL SECURITY AND 
DEFENSE NEEDS. 

D. IF THE GOH IS FORCED TO BUY FROM "FAST BUCK" 

PRIVATE ARMS DEALERS, AS IN THE PAST, IT WILL WASTE MONEY 
BUYING JUNK (AND PERHAPS DANGEROUS JUNK AT THAT) AND 
ENRICH SPECULATORS. 

E. THE HAITIAN GOVERNMENT IS PREPARED TO PAY FOR 
ITS REQUIREMENTS, AND THERE IS NO REASON WHY THE US 
SHOULD NOT GET THE SALE. 

2. ALSO, GOH REQUEST SEEMS AN EXCELLENT OPPORTUNITY TO 
STRENGTHEN US INFLUENCE EVEN MORE WITH THE GOH FOLLOWING 
ON THE GUANTANAMO FIREFIGHTING EFFORT AND TO WIN THE 
GOODWILL OF INDIVIDUAL HAITIAN MILITARY OFFICERS. 

DEPARTMENT WILL RECALL THAT THE LATTER IS A MAJOR 
OBJECTIVE IN THE FY 1973-74 CASP FOR HAITI. 

3. IN VIEW OF FOREGOING CONSIDERATIONS, REQUEST EXTRA- 
ORDINARY EFFORT TO EXPEDITE PAPER WORK AND ACCELERATE 
APPROVAL OF SALE. IF WE CANNOT INFORM GOH OF OUR APPROVAL 
OF SALES WITHIN A MATTER OF DAYS, HAITIANS ARE VIRTUALLY 
CERTAIN TO SEARCH ELSEWHERE FOR WHAT THEY OBVIOUSLY 
CONSIDER AN EXTREMELY URGENT AND ESSENTIAL DEFENSE REQUIREMENT. 

CORCORAN 
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